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THE CENTENARY DINNER 

BY K. C. SMITH 

N the evening of Wednesday, November 6, 1957, there sat down 
to dine at the Dorchester Hotel, London, possibly one of the 
most representative gatherings of mountaineers ever to have 

taken place. Presided over by the President, Sir John Hunt, some 
410 persons were present, 55 of them being official guests of the Club, 
representing mountaineering clubs and associations from all over the 
'vorld; among them, together with 230 members of the Club and their 
guests, "vere numbered many of the leading active climbers of the day. 
All of them had come together to do honour to the Club on this unique . 
occasion in its history. 

The date had been chosen with care, to coincide with that of the 
historic dinner at The Leasowes in I 8 57, which led to the actual form
ation of the Club shortly after ; much thought had been given also to 
the appropriate form which the Dinner should take as the focal point of 
the Centenary celebrations. There seemed, indeed, to be few to 
quarrel with the decision that the occasion was essentially one for 
mountaineers, if it were to ·achieve its true significance, and not be a 
parade of diplomatic splendour. 

The brilliance of the distinguished gathering was indeed enhanced by 
the fact that there were many, both members and guests, who had 
travelled long distances in order to be there ; such, for instance, as our 
Vice-Presidents from Italy, America, and Switzerland; Henry Hall, 
John Case, Francis Farquhar, Waiter Wood and others from America; 
Yuko Maki from Japan; and how pleased we were to see Tenzing, 
smiling and cheerful. There were many others too; indeed, it was 
apparent that our guests, not only from European countries, but also 
from all over the world, almost to a man had honoured the Club by 
accepting the President's invitation, and therefore it was all the more 
disappointing to learn at the last moment that our friends Beletski 
and Gippenreiter from Russia could not be with us on this great 

• occaston. 
By the time the President, together with the Honorary Secretary, had 

received the last of the members and guests, the anterooms were more 
than tightly thronged, and with a sense of anticipation we obeyed the 
summons to dine, and passed slowly to our appointed places, when grace 
was said by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Leicester. The great T -shaped 
top table, flanked by numerous smaller round ones, all gaily decorated 
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with bowls of flowers, the sparkle and glitter of decorations, and the 
ribbons of many Orders, made a colourful and impressive scene. 

On each place was the menu, but no ordinary menu this ; ten 
inches high it stood and eight wide ! Boldly printed in Alpine Club 
green, the inscription on the outer cover indeed made clear the occasion : 
to adorn it was a superb coloured print of Grindelwald and the Wetter
horn after the original engraving by J. J. Biedermann ( 1763- 1830) 
reproduced by the kind permission of that veteran member, R. W. 
Lloyd and how glad we were to see him with us that night ! The 
attractive scene, with its early associations with Alfred Wills, seemed a 
happily appropriate choice to grace the festive evening. 

The contents revealed something more than a plain bill of fare, rather 
did they assume the appearance of a noble brochure ; on page one 
we read the 

M essage from His Royal Highness the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
Honorary Member of the Alpine Club : 

I send my greetings and good wishes to the Alpine Club on this 
occasion of the celebration of its Centenary. Throughout its history, 
members of the Club have played a prominent part in the ascent of 
many of the great peaks and the exploration of the mountain ranges of 
the world, ·culminating in the ascent of Mount Everest on 29th May, 
1953· 

The Alpine Club has given leadership and inspiration to mountain-
eers of all ages and countries since its foundation, and I have no doubt 
that the Club will continue to foster and encourage mountaineering all 
over the world in the years ahead. 

PHILIP. 

Having compared the respective merits and members of the Com
mittees for 1858 and 1957 which faced each other on the next two pages, 
we at length came to the bill of fare and the toast list in the middle. A 
glance at the ~rst course was sufficient to allay any misgivings ' La 
Tortue V erte des Isles '. With turtle soup we were evidently making it 
a Centenary Banquet, and the rest of the courses and the discreet list of 
well-chosen wines left us in no doubt on that score. The toast list 
seemed to match up both in quality and quantity, and it was clear that 
we could settle down to an agreeable and well-planned evening. 

Perusing the menu further, there then appeared a nutshell record of 
the outstanding achievements of the Club's members in the course of a 
century; on one side the notable first ascents, ranging from' 1857 Kl. 
Schreckhorn' through 120 of them to ' 1957 Machha Puchhare 
(Nepal) ' and ' Pumasillo (Andes) ' ; on the other a list of important 
expeditions of the period. 

In the centre of the back cover appeared a medallion printed in gold, 
and above it the simple superscription 'Everest, 1953 ': thus did the 
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Cull urn Gold M edal of the American Geographical Society ' awarded to 
the British Mount Everest Expedition for the triumphant ascent of 
May 29th, I 9 53 ' commemorate the climax of I oo years of British 
mountaineering. 

The meal having ended, the President rose, and, calling for silence, 
announced that he had, on behalf of the members of the Club, addressed 
the follovving message to Buckingham Palace : 

5th November, 1957. 

Som e 250 members of the Alpine Club, and guest m ountaineers from 
m any countries, assembled in L ondon to mark the Centenary of our 
Club, desire to send greetings and express our respect to Your Majesty. 

To which the follovving reply had been received : 

6th November, 1957. 

Please convey to all members of the Alpine Club and their guests 
gathered together today, my sincere thanks for their kind message of 

• greetings. 
I send the Club my wann congratulations on the celebration of its 

Centenary. 
ELIZABETH R. 

The Queen's message having been received with acclamation, the 
President then proposed the Loyal Toasts, followed by a toast to the 
I-Ieads of Governments of all the countries whose representatives were 
present. 

The Honorary Secretary was next called upon to read a selection of 
the numerous messages and telegrams of good wishes and congratula
tions received from all parts of the vvorld, but he prayed for indulgence 
in not undertaking such a task in full. There was a gracious message 
from His Majesty l{ing L eopold Ill, and another from the Empress 
Zita of Austria, poignantly recalling with gratitude the help given to 
herself and her family by the late Colonel Strutt during the upheaval 
in Austria in I9I9. Herr Wenck, President of the S.A.C., himself read 
a message from the President of the S\¥iss Confederation, and there 
were others from Sir Edmund Hillary with the Transantarctic Expedi
tion, I-I. W. Tilman in Cape Town, F. Oughton, former Assistant 
Secretary, and last but not least, from the Dansk Bjergklub, Copen
hagen : ' Congratulations from the \Vorld's smallest and youngest 
mountaineering club ! ' Mention must also be made of a message that 
linked the century-old occasions ; from Mrs. G eorge Rathbone, the 
sole surviving daughter of Charles Edward Mathews, who, with E. S. 
Kennedy, did more perhaps than anyone to inaugurate the Club. 
Another, from the Mayor of Halesowen, Worcestershire, where The 
Leasowes is situated, was a thoughtful and happy greeting from the 
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scene of the Club's foundation (the texts of this and of other messages 
referred to above appear at the end of this article). 

Finally, at the close of the Dinner, tvvo messages of welcome were 
conveyed to the Club in a particular manner, in the form of handsomely 
inscribed and illuminated addresses of welcome from the H ellenic 
Alpine Club and the Norsk Tindeklub. These were formally presented 
to Sir John Hunt by the Presidents of the two Clubs, Mr. Basil Leondo
poulos and Mr. Hans C. Bugge, and will remain not only treasured 
reminders of the Centenary, but also as lively tokens of the warmth of 
esteem and affection expressed by so many of our guests. 

The messages having been neatly and felicitously conveyed by Mr. 
Emlyn J ones, Sir J ames Marshall-Cornwall, President of the Royal 
Geographical Society, then rose to propose the toast of ' The Alpine 
Club ', and drew attention to the close connection between geography 
and mountaineering, and between the R.G.S. and the A.C. The first 
President of the Alpine Club, John Ball, was for four years Foreign 
Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society ; Douglas Freshfield was 
President of both institutions ; and a long line of mountaineers from 
Francis Galton, Whymper and Martin Convvay in the past, to Longstaff, 
Ruttledge, Shipton, Tilman, Hunt and Evans in the present had been 
Gold Medallists, or Patron's Medallists, or Founder's Medallists of 
the R.G.S. 

Fifty years ago Freshfield at the Alpine Club's Jubilee Dinner made 
a -_remarkable prophesy : 

Will the ~ompany which dines here fifty years hence include the 
conqueror of Mount Everest? Why not? We have raised what I 
may call the ' man-level ' from r6,ooo to 24,000 feet. There only 
remains 5,ooo more to be overcome. 

Well, those s,ooo more feet had been overcome, four and a half years 
ago, and nothing could be more appropriate than that John Hunt, 
the leader of the team which first climbed Everest, should be presiding 
over this memorable Dinner, and that T enzing also should be one of 
the company. Few forecasts had ever been so fittingly fulfilled as 
Freshfield's. 

The lure of Everest had brought about the long-standing liaison 
between Alpine Club and Royal Geographical Society, exemplified in 
the Everest Committee, the Joint Himalayan Committee, and now in the 
Mount Everest Foundation which the Club and the Society jointly 
control. He had great pleasure in proposing the toast of the world's 
oldest mountaineering club, on its one hundredth birthday. 

The President, who was received with applause, responded with a 
characteristic appeal to both old and young his speech is printed 
in full below (p. 66). 
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' The Mountain Clubs of the World ' was then proposed by Sir 
Arnold Lunn, whose theme was the diversity of their form and the unity 
of their purpose. (See below, p. 69). 

Monsieur Lucien Devies, President of the Club Alpin Fran9ais, 
speaking in French, replied to Sir Arnold Lunn. 

The very large number of guests, both of the Club itself as well as of 
private members, confronted Viscount Hailsham, Lord President of the 
Council, with a formidable task in proposing their health, which he did 
with both vigour and zest. (See below, p. 71.) 

Mr. John C. Oberlin, President of the American Alpine Club, in 
reply, said he had not originally intended to reply for the English guests, 
but the English spokesman had backed out, so now all guests must be 
content with a response by a foreigner and in a foreign language I All 
other countries had benefited from the example set by the Alpine Club 
over the years, but they had, too, contributed something themselves, and 
it was true to say that mountaineering was one of the most international 
of sports. They had come from all parts of the world, and they would 
not have missed the occasion for worlds : it had been very memorable, 
and on behalf of all the guests present he thanked the President and 
Committee. 

Finally, Dr. Tom Longstaff, doyen of Himalayan climbers, rose to 
propose the toast of the President, and could not have wished for a 
more congenial task, which he handled in characteristic style. The 
President thanked Dr. Longstaff for his generous words, and the Dinner 
came to a close. . 

When we eventually rose from the tables it was with a feeling of how 
appropriate it had all been to the occasion, and ~ow well in keeping with 
the Club's own character: sufficient formality but without stiffness, 
and, above all, a pleasantly relaxed atmosphere of ease, friendship and 
good-fellowship. We could not fail to appreciate that behind it all lay 
the tact and charm of the President himself, whose personality had 
impressed itself so subtly upon the whole proceedings, conferring an 
air of dignity and distinction worthy indeed of a unique and historic 
moment in the annals of the Alpine Club. 

It was not until the small hours of the morning that the last stragglers 
finally made their way out into Park Lane. Many had seized upon the 
opportunity afterwards not only to greet old friends, but also to meet 
others who, across the world, had been but names in the story of moun
taineering, and who now appeared face to face. This renewal of old 
acquaintanceships and the forging of new links were not the least of the 
pleasures which distinguished the evening. There was, in particular, 
that small band of veterans who had also attended the Jubilee Dinner 
in 1907, headed by C. W. Nettleton, who was now celebrating his 
sixty-fourth consecutive A.C. Dinner, and their number included 
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R. L. G. Irving, R. W. Lloyd, Tom Longstaff, H. J. M. Pritchard, 
J. 0. Walker and Geoffrey Winthrop Young. 

How delightful it was, too, once more to greet Eilert Sundt, the 
distinguished Nor,vegian mountaineer and a contributor to the Cen
tenary issue of the ALPINE JOURNAL ; Fritz Luchsinger of the Swiss 
Everest-Lhotse Expedition; Karl Weber and Ernst Feuz, whom we 
have to thank for the general presentation to every member of the Club 
of a copy of Sir Arnold Lunn's commemorative volume A Century of 
Mountaineering; Jean Franco, Gaston Rebuffat, and so many others 
fron1 home and overseas, and especially that large contingent headed 
by John C. Oberlin from across the Atlantic. 

--- --·----- ·----

SPEECHES AT THE ALPINE CLUB CENTENARY 
DINNER 

SIR JoHN HuNT, in reply to Sir James Marshall-Cornwall, said : 

There can be no greater privilege for a man who loves mountains than 
to be the President of the senior mountain club of the world during 
its Centenary and to find himself in my position on an occasion such 
as this. 

Fortune has bestowed on me a benefit which might with greater justice 
have fallen on any one of the long list of my predecessors in the office of 
President of our Club. Their only mistake as far as I can judge was 
being born too soon. There are four past presidents of this Club here 
this evening, and I would like to offer my condolences on their error of 
judgment to Geoffrey Young, Tom Longstaff, Claude Elliot and partic
ularly, because he so narrowly mistimed it, to Edwin Herbert. I hope 
they in return are offering up a silent prayer of thankfulness that it is I, 
not they, whose lot it is to make this speech. And so, Gentlemen, my 
first and most pleasant duty is to salute these four illustrious men ; and 
let us also pay respect on this most historic occasion to some other mem
bers of this Club, foremost among them, our Grand Old Men. Now this 
is a most delicate matter, because the line between a compliment and an 
insult is a fairly fine-drawn one. Suffice it to say at once to you septua
genarians who are here present that you have hardly yet graduated into 
middle age. Let me, on behalf of all of you who are younger, express 
our delight that Robert Lloyd is here tonight, in his ninetieth year ; that 
N ettleton is eating his greatest feast, of all the sixty-four successive Alpine 
Club Dinners in which he has indulged ; that Eustace Thomas, whom I 
saw coming in, is looking younger than ever after a flight over the North 
Pole ; and that we also have R. L. G. Irving, Os borne Walker and Mostyn 
Pritchard here tonight, all of whom were present at the Jubilee Dinner 
fifty years ago. And how very flattered are we British members of the Club 
that so many of our overseas members have made such long pilgrimages 
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from far afield to be with us tonight. We have a particularly large flock 
(or flight or should it be gaggle ?) of Americans headed by Monroe 
Thorington and Char lie Houston ; Travers-J ackson has tnade a special 
journey from South Africa ; and what are we to say of Matsukata, who 
has come all the way from Japan to be with us tonight ! While we are 
about our own members, do not let us forget our absent members, 
perhaps particularly Edmund Hillary and G·eorge Lowe, who are now 
moving towards each other across the Antarctic continent. 

Now let me say on behalf of all members of the Club (and what a 
splendid gathering \Ve have got here tonight) how much we appreciate 
the tribute which you, Sir J ames, have given to us on behalf of the Royal 
Geographical Society. What could be more appropriate than that this 
tribute should come from a Society with which during the last thirty-six 
years we have shared a very great endeavour an endeavour which 
reached a double climax in 1953 and 1955 on Everest and l(angchenjunga, 
and which, as Sir J ames has pointed out, is now perpetuated in our joint 
offspring, the Mount Everest Foundation. We thank you, Sir J ames ; 
we accept your tribute all the more humbly in that it comes from a society 
which is twenty-seven years our senior. 

Gentlemen, as I look round this tremendous company here tonight, 
numbering as it does many distinguished mountaineers from many lands, 
many of them personal friends of mine, I am sorely tempted to usurp the 
functions of Lord Hailsham and Arnold Lunn, whose task it is and privi
lege it is, to speak of our guests and our kindred clubs throughout the 
world. I am going to trespass in one special case and for a particular 
reason, which I am sure you will readily understand. I am going to offer 
a special welcome to Tenzing. Not only did Tenzing share with us what 
some will hold as being the biggest of all our adventures, and take part 
in a great many other adventures with members of this Club and other 
British climbers ; but his people have helped ours for more than a third 
of a century to explore and enjoy their wonderful mountains, the Hima
layas. Attempts have been made, from time to time, to misrepresent the 
relations between Sherpa and British climbers and I want to kill the lie 
once and for all. We British may be reserved, but I speak with know
ledge and conviction \vhen I say that there are no more genuine examples 
of real and lasting friendship than exist between us and them. I look 
back on my own friendship with a certain Sherpa, Dawa Thondup, '\tvhich 
started over twenty-two years ago and which, despite many intervals 
during the years, time has not dimmed. Some of you no doubt will have 
comparable experiences, and all of you will, I know, wish to join me in 
\:velcoming Tenzing, whose integrity is such that, despite four and a half 
years of world adulation, he still remains a simple, modest and warm
hearted person. 

Now that I have mentioned him, I cannot forbear from going back and 
saying a \vord about our own member, Lord Hailsham. Please know, 
Sir, that we are immensely proud of the fact that you have climbed to such 
an altitude on the rugged mountain of Politics, and that you are still up 
there, despite the tempests which beset this notoriously bad-weather 
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peak. I cannot say for certain that there are not some among us here 
who would wish to see you climb down from that mountain ; but what
ever our politics, Sir, we express the belief that when you do come down, 
you will come down with honour. 

It is usual for the President to say something about Club activities 
during the year. I am going to allude to four events, two of them nearer 
home, the other two further afield. For the first time since many years 
the Club has held two Meets, one in the Alps, one in Wales both of 
them to mark the Centenary. Of course, for those who were there, 
there would be no need for me to say anything about these events, but 
because many of you could not attend, I would like you to know that 
these Meets helped us to get to know each other very much better and 
to prove, if proof were necessary, that this Club is still pretty vigorous 
in its old age. 

The Meet in Zern1att had, I believe, a wider significance, thanks very 
largely to our Vice-President, Alfred Zurcher, and to many others, not 
least among the.m Dr. Franz Seiler and Herr Bernard Seiler (their name 
echoes through our century from the very beginnings of our Club), and 
who are among us tonight. 

Further afield, the Centenary has been marked by two very notable 
ascents. In the Himalayas five members of the Club attempted a 
mountain of perhaps a greater standard of difficulty than hitherto: Machha 
Puchhare. Two of them, Noyce and Cox, got as close to the summit 
as they were allowed to, or perhaps as they dared, to go. As fathers of 
families, I suspect they were not altogether reluctant to remind each 
other, in bad weather on a sixty-degree slope of blue ice within about 
1 so ft. of the top, that they had promised and solemnly promised the 
local inhabitants that they would not go to the actual top. 

In the Andes, three of the newest members of the Club were part of a 
very young party which first discovered or located and then climbed the 
famed Pumasillo, which is, I believe, the highest hitherto unclimbed 
peak outside Asia. A personal note I would like to say how very proud 
I was to be Patron of that expedition. 

Among much more that I would like to say tonight, I propose to refer 
to two matters only. First of all, let us remember that the Centenary of 
our Club, which is quite rightly and naturally a source of great satisfaction 
to us, its members, is really only a symbol of a much more significant 
event about a hundred years of mountaineering as a sport. We claim 
no premier place in this sport. Prominence in interest and pre-eminence 
in performance are ephemeral as in almost everything. They have 
fluctuated through the years between climbers of a great many countries. 
This Centenary is not an event exclusive to ourselves ; we are proud to 
share it and to celebrate its significance with all climbers everywhere. 

Secondly, let us remember this. As a fraternity, possessed of a sport 
which has been passed on to us through several generations of climbers, 
it is of equal importance that we should look back in gratitude and 
satisfaction on the past and that we should apply our vision and energy to 
the future. Some of you will be relying more on your recollections of 
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great experiences of bygone days; others will be looking forward, think
ing more of the opportunities for fresh adventures in the future. The 
emphasis, whether backwards or forwards, is governed mainly by our ages; 
but wherever it is located, let us not forget that the strength and unity of 
this Club depend on our ability to look towards each other, old and young, 
in recognition and respect for what has been done, for what is being done, 
and for what will doubtless be done in the future. As in everything else, 
the merit of each achievement must be related to its own time and circum
stances, and not to those in which another deed is done. 

The climbing of the Muztagh Tower in I956, for instance, was no less, 
but also no greater, a performance than the climbing of the Matterhorn 
in I 86 5 by a ridge up which hundreds of tourists toil today; and, nearer 
home, I would say that the climbing of Suicide Wall was no greater 
performance than the climbing of the Central Buttress ; the achievement 
of the one depends on the other. In so great a sport as ours there is no 
place for invidious comparisons. If we must indulge in criticisms, let it 
be of the motive rather than the method. 

Finally, Gentlemen, whether we live in the past or in the future, let us 
all not only look inwards towards each other, but outwards towards other 
kindred spirits. Because, whatever our differences, here, at least on the 
theme of mountains, we are all on common ground ; whether we are 
Russians or British ; whether we are members of this Club or members 
of the ' Rock and Ice ' ; whether we climb at all or merely meditate upon 
the· mountain scene. Whatever their scale, their shape or their climate, 
whether they are the Alps, or the Caucasus, Helvellyn or Himalaya, the 
mountains are ours to enjoy together now. They beckon .to the same 
spirit which is in all of us ; they can be a bond between us. In this, as 
I see it, lies the true greatness of our sport ; and so in this spirit let us 
go forward together. 

SIR ARNOLD LuNN : 

Mr. President, My Lords and Gentlemen. Your President has 
referred to the bond which unites all mountaineers. I wonder whether 
it is unrealistic to suggest that this bond is closer than that which exists 
in any other sport. I do not think so. I remember how much this bond 
meant to me in a period of acute anxiety. At the end of I940 I spent two . 
weeks in America and the only comparatively happy hours of that period 
were those which were spent in the company of mountaineers at San 
Francisco, Denver, Boston and Baltimore. I remember with particular 
gratitude the Annual Dinner of the American Alpine Club in December 
I 940, because I was both touched and consoled by the felicitous tribute 
paid on that occasion to a beloved President of our Club, Captain Farrar, 
in whose memo·ry the Americans had just subscribed to give an ambulance 
to our Army. 

My only regret is that we cannot welcome here tonight any distin
guished lady mountaineers. I recall with shame the deplorable senti
ment attributed to a distinguished member of this Club, A. D. Godley, 
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who said : ' I hate those bachelor dinners because I miss the exquisite 
tnotnent when the ladies leave the table.' 

It is plainly impossible in the time at my disposal to pay tribute to all 
the mountain clubs represented here tonight, or even to give a list of 
names, and so you will forgive me for some generalisations. 

I think one thing which impresses one about these clubs is their 
tremendous diversity. There are small clubs and there are those big 
continental clubs, the Swiss, Italian, German, French and Austrian 
Alpine Clubs, \Vhich have rendered outstanding services to the moun
taineer and to the mountain world by building club huts through the 
Alps. Fifty years ago we suffered in this country from a certain crisis of 
conscience, because we were always using these huts and could not 
return that kind of hospitality. We compromised by building the 
Britannia hut. 

Then as another contrast, there is the contrast between the Himalayan 
Club, founded to climb the greatest n1ountains on earth, and the Bristol 
University Mountaineering Club, whose activities are confined to ~ cliff, 
the east buttress of which is described as inaccessible, not because of any 
technical difficulties, but because it is situated in a private garden, the 
owner of which strongly objects to trespassers. Or there are the clubs 
whose archives are jealously preserved and studied with all the technique 
of scholarship ; there are the light-hearted clubs, like the Oxford and 
Cambridge Mountaineering Clubs, who periodically lose all their records 
and all their minutes. This enabled the astute m embers of the Cam
bridge club, which was founded two years after the Oxford club, to 
celebrate their Golden Jubilee two years before us. A very fine example 
of clubmanship, and if that doesn't start our n ew century with a really 
nice controversy I shall have lived in vain. Then again there are the 
clubs which are respectful of tradition and are rather suspicious of innova
tion, and clubs like that magnificent club, Groupe de Haute Montagne, 
w4ich caters for the young and which, I am told, disenfranchises the 
middle-aged. I cannot help feeling that in the alpine world of these 
mountain clubs we preserve a fine balance between tradition and change, 
between the respect for youth and pity for old age. 

I think that among the charms and consolations of old age is that every 
now and then among the changing hills we stumble on what Hilaire Belloc 
called ' our twentieth year '. I am sure you 'vill all agree with me that the 
one thing we have in common is the conviction that there is something in 
mountaineering which sets it apart from all other sports. We may not 
care to expose this belief to the derision of the sceptic, and even among 
ourselves vve may disagree as to precisely in ¥-7hat this difference consists. 
Well, I will risk a guess. At the risk of being indicted for the crime of 
indulging in alpine uplift, I suggest that all those who have tried to 
translate the platonic doctrine of beauty into our mountain idiom believe 
beyond all necessity of proof that there is something in our mountain 
happiness which stands outside of time and is not subject to decay. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, I give you the toast : ' The Mountain 
Clubs of the World.' 

• 
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L ORD HAILSHAlVI : 

Mr. President, Gentlemen. I feel certain, Sir, that you were right, at 
least right up to a point, to make a comparison between mountain
climbing and politics. The difference, as with your bluff soldierly preci
sion you rightly divine, lies in the descent. It is possible, although 
difficult, to climb down a mountain safely. In politics every descent is a 
fall, and you are right in thinking that it cannot be accomplished with 
dignity. I hope you are equ ally right in supposing that it can be achieved 
with honour. 

Speaking is not like a rock-climb ; it is Himalayan rather than Alpine, 
and it is I think rather reminiscent of a long snow trudge. But there is one 
point about which I cannot dogmatise, it is that the person who is chosen 
to occupy the last position but one, or the last position but two, on a rope 
is generally not the most experienced or skilled at the art. 

F or once, Sir, I think I can say that I consider myself well cast for this 
part. For this n1emorable evening has inevitably been an occasion when 
we praise famous m en and the fathers that begat us, and it is as well that 
towards the end of the evening there should be one who represents those 
of whom there is no remembrance, the rabbits in the world of tigers ; 
but who none the less can say, and say with complete sincerity, that much 
of their happiness has been due to the sport at which others have excelled 
so well. 

We have had a n1emorable evening and memorable speeches. An 
evening which I think would have delighted the hearts of that little group 
of men who dined at Birmingham a hundred years ago, and would also a 
little have surprised them, because I believe they ''vere starting something 
rather more than they were aware of. It is no small thing to introduce 
humanity to a nevv pleasure, a new pleasure for once comparatively 
innocent. For the first tin1e they introduced hum.anity to this unique, 
civilised, and deeply satisfying sport. Unique it certainly is, deeply 
satisfying we have found it, and I suppose that to deceive the public we 
must call it civilised. 

My function tonight is to welcome our guests to this, what would 
otherwise be a family circle and a family occasion. T hey are friends as 
well as guests, for many of them are already known to many of us person
ally as well as by reputation. I do not know in what order it would be 
right for me to m ention them. Indeed, they are all equally welcome and 
they are almost all equally famous. 

Perhaps, Sir, I should be forgiven if I m entioned first, as you did, 
Tenzing. This is not the first time that he has been the guest of the 
Alpine Club. I hope that it vvill not be by any m eans the last time. 
Tenzing is one of the group of very famous men who are referred to quite 
simply without prefix or suffix. But, Sir, as you rightly said, since his 
great feat Tenzing has won fame all over the world, not only for what he 
has done but for the qualities of spirit and character which have made 
him known and loved and resp ected wherever he has been friendliness, 
sincerity and modesty. Human qualities which endear themselves 
wherever they are felt and which in a world torn by political and racial 
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antagonisms serve to emphasise the unity of the human family wherever 
they are shown. What an ambassador he has been for a people who 
have for many centuries lived secluded in their mountain valleys and are 
now for the first time to be fully known and admired by the majority of 
mankind! 

Then there are the representatives of other European climbing clubs 
who have taken part in great expeditions in recent years. Professor 
Desio, the leader of the Italian Expedition to Kz ; Jean Franco, the leader 
of the French Expedition to Makalu ; and may I add that we had all 
been looking forward to having Maurice Herzog here, the leader of the 
Annapuma Expedition, and we much regret his absence. We are glad 
to see Fritz Luchsinger here, a member of the Swiss Expedition to 
Everest and Lhotse ; no British climbing gathering would, of course, 
be complete at all without a very goodly sprinkling of our Swiss friends. 
At this point it was my intention to extend a special word of welcome to our 
two Russian guests, Mr. Beletski and Mr. Gippenreiter, who took part 
in a Russian climbing expedition in Central Asia last year. Sport knows 
no frontiers, at least it ought to know none, and no iron curtains. I was 
only sorry to learn when I arrived here this evening that their aeroplane 
was not able to take off, and therefore I must say how sorry I am not to 
see them, instead of saying how very glad we are to see them. 

Sir, I do not think I should leave out the two representatives of the 
famous Seiler family, Dr. Franz and Herr Bernard Seiler. I think we 
have all probably been their guests at one time or another, and may I say 
for myself, and I think for all present, that we all look forward to enjoying 
their hospitality again. Now they are enjoying ours. At least, I hope 
they are enjoying it. We wish them welcome to our Dinner and may 
their descendants grace our bicentenary in 2057 ! 

To turn to some of our English guests ; on my right is Sir William 
Haley, representative of The Times, which I am botJnd to say I still regard 
as the greatest newspaper i.n the world, and whose assistance in the 
Everest Expeditions could rightly I think be described as indispensable. 
We have a representative of the very earliest Everest Expedition, in its 
leader, Colonel Howard-Bury. There are the three representatives of the 
British pioneers. Mr. Jerome Wills, the great-grandson of our founder 
member Sir Alfred Wills, who, if I may say so, without incurring the 
wrath of Sir Arnold Lunn, by his climb of the Wetterhorn in 1854 
probably did more than any other effort to popularise purely Sporting 
climbing here. We have Colonel Norman Hudson, grandson of Charles 
Hudson, who, amongst our almost legendary band of heroes, was con
sidered by his contemporaries as outstanding, and whose career was, as 
we know, cut short by the most famous and in some ways still the most 
tragic of mountain accidents. We have Mr. William Clowes, the great
grandson of that Colonel Beaufoy who made the first British ascent of Mt. 
Blanc 170 years ago, and a collateral descendant of three very early mem
bers of the Club, who also heads the firm which has done the printing 
of our Journals since the first issue of ' Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers '. 

Finally, I cannot conclude this toast without saying what a great source 
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of pleasure it is to us all that the President of the American Alpine Club 
has agreed to reply to it. This year has marked a number of celebrations 
which have both symbolised and strengthened the friendship and under
lying solidarity between Britain and America. Three hundred and fifty 
years ago this year, a group of Englishmen landed on the swampy coast 
of Virginia at the mouth of the Jamestown River and so ·laid the insigni
ficant foundations of the most powerful nation, the greatest accumulation 
of wealth and political and economic power that has so far appeared on 
this planet. We in Britain are rather glad to be independent of them, but 
we are none the less proud that we have declared ourselves dependent 
upon one another, and it is a source of infinite gratification to us that 
even the most vigorous children of the American Revolution still call their 
language English and still boast laws and institutions which have a com
mon stamp and origin with our own and follow ideals which associate 
us together in the world of men. Mr. Oberlin, as a fellow climber, as a 
great American, as our honoured guest, we welcome you tonight. May our 
friendship at this moment and our comradeship in the love of mountains 
play its own small part in increasing the fellowship between the nations. 

Gentlemen, I ask you all to rise and drink the health of all those hon
oured guests and friends of the Alpine Clubs who have done us the 
courtesy and kindness to be with us today to celebrate our hundredth 
birthday. 

• 

MESSAGES 

KING LEOPOLD Ill (Hon. Member of the A.C.) : 

As a member of the Alpine Club, I am very happy to send to the 
general meeting of the Club, celebrating the one hundredth anniversary 
of its launching, a hearty message of greeting. 

EMPRESS ZITA OF AUSTRIA : 

It gives me great pleasure to express to the Alpine Club my heartfelt 
congratulations on reaching its first Centenary. 

Once more on this occasion my thoughts and my prayers go towards 
your former President, gallant Colonel Strutt, whose magnificent support 
to my family and to myself in the crucial times of the beginning of I 9 I 9 
I shall always remember in deepest gratitude. 

May God protect all the members of the Alpine Club, to whom I send 
my very sincere wishes for the Club's future. 

DR. H. STREULI, President of the Swiss Confederation : 

May I offer the British Alpine Club my very sincere congratulations 
on the occasion of its Centenary. To these wishes I should like to add 
my appreciation of the outstanding work done by the Alpine Club in the 
service of mountaineering. The achievements of so many members 
of your world-renowned association in opening up the Alps and promoting 
the love of mountaineering, especially in Switzerland, are deserving of 
unstinted admiration. 

• 
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There can be no doubt that during the last hundred years the Alpine 
Club has fundamentally contributed to the strengthening and deepening 
of Anglo-Swiss relations. Our thanks go out particularly to those many 
British climbers whose efforts have so considerably furthered the pro
fessional and moral standing of the mountain guides and we are grateful 
for the loyal friendship which our guides and innumerable Swiss climbers 
have always found with your members. 

I!. W. TrLMAN, Vice-President (from Cape Tovvn) : 

Best wishes for this memorable occasion. 

F. O uGHTON (formerly Assistant Secretary) : 

An old servant sends his cordial congratulations and good wishes to 
you, Sir John, and the Club on this great occasion in its history. 

P . W. ScoTT, Mayor of Halesowen: 

Congratulations on attaining your Centenary. Halesovven, Worcester
shire, is proud to have been the scene of the foundation of the Alpine 
Club. 

DANSK BJERGKLUB, Copenhagen. 

Congratulations from the \vorld's smallest and youngest tnountaineer
ing club. 

0 ther n1essages were received fro1n : 

Dr. L. W. Rolleston (senior member of the Alpine Club) . 
Mr. J. E. C . Eaton. 
M onsieu.r Bernard Pierre. 
Mrs. de Fonblanque. 
The Ladies ' Alpine Club. 
Imperial College Mountaineering Club. 
Monsieur C. Egmond d'Arcis, on behalf of the International Union of 

Alpine Associations . 
Union Excursionista de Catalufia, Barcelona (and also a message from 

the Section ' Montana ' of the same institution). 
The Touring Club of Italy . 
The Polish Mountaineering Club of Warsavv. 
A Mountaineering Association in Katowice, Poland (the name is 

unfortunately too n1utilated to be given with any certainty). 
The U.S.S.R. Mountaineering Section, Moscow. 
The Mountain Club of South Africa. 
The Federacion Argentina de Ski y Andinismo. 
The Chicago Mountaineering Club. 
Mazamas (U.S.A.). 
Mt. Egmont Alpine Club, Hawera (N.Z.). 
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